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PRESS RELEASE August 22, 2011

With sadness and regret, the Embassy of Belgium has learned about last week-end’s
incidents at the Lierse-Beerschot football match. The Embassy strongly condemns the
insensitive and provocative behavior of some Beerschot fans vis-a-vis Mr. Eiji
Kawashima, the goalkeeper of SK Lierse and of the Japanese national football team.

The Embassy wishes to stress the fact that these fans represent only a minor fraction of
the large crowds which attend and enjoy football games on a regular basis in Belgium.

Furthermore, the Embassy notes that the leadership of the Beerschot club has
immediately voiced its unequivocal disapproval of last week-end’s events, stating “that
its supporters’ behaviour had been hurtful and totally inappropriate”. The club
management further called for calm and invited the football authorities to handle such
incidents and provocations in a firm and consistent manner.

The Embassy of Belgium in Tokyo reaffirms its strong condemnation of last week-end’s
events and has duly informed the Belgian authorities as well as the Belgian football
federation of the strong negative impact of the incidents on the Japanese people’s
feelings and of the bereaved population of Tohoku in particular.
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